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“Higher ACA premiums,

Medicare cuts coming

Earlier this month, a
couple of scnators reported
that unless Republicans
extend subsidies for the
Affordable Carc Act
(ACA), premiums for ACA
cnrollees will “spike 75%.”

A Scpt. 22 article from
PolitiFact in arca ncws-
papers confirmed this
statement, saying, “If the
Republican-controlled
Congress does not extend
Affordable Care Act
enhanced subsidies before
they expire at the end of
this year, cnrollees would
have to pay more.”

KFF, an indcpendent
rescarch group specializ-
ing in healthcare, confirms
this, citing an “incrcasc
of more than 75% in pre-
miums on average for
cnrollees; a 90% increasc
in many rural arcas; about
4 million more uninsured
people, according to (the
Congressional Budget
Office), and as much as
a 50% decline in Market-
place earollment.™

A lectter from the
non-partisan CBO states,
“Without a permanent
extension, CBO estimates
the number of uninsured
people will rise by 2.2
million in 2026, by 3.7
million in 2027, and by 3.8
million on average, in cach
ycar over the 2026-2034
period.”

In addition, Republicans
arc fond of saying that the
Big Ugly Bill passed by
Congress carlicr this ycar
docs not mention Medicare
cuts. Technically, that’s
truc. But what the Repub-
licans aren’t saying is the
tax cuts for billionaires
included in that bill will
create such a budget short-
fall that it will trigger over
$536 billion in Mcdicare
cuts over a decade. And the
Republicans knew it when
they passed the bill.

Rep. Brendan Boyle
(D-Pennsylvania), rank-
ing member of the House
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Budget Committee, said,
“Republicans knew their
tax breaks for billionaires
would force over half a
trillion dollars in Medi-
care cuts, and they did it
anyway. Amecrican fami-
lics simply cannot afford
Republican attacks on
Medicare, Medicaid and
Obamacare.”

The Texas Tribunc
stated, “Texas border pro-
viders (arc bracing) for the
rate of uninsured paticnts
to balloon as federal pol-
icy changes loom. Among
the changes arc limits to
local programs that help
the uninsured.” These
changes “have triggered a
new concern: the inability
of doctors, hospitals and
other health providers to
continuc to carc for unin-
surcd patients.”

In that same article, a
healthcare expert at George
Washington University
said, “You can’t disinsurc
this many people and not
have, in many communi-
tics, just a collapsc of the
health care system.™

Despite Trump admin-
istration assurances of *'a
historic investment in rural
health care,” people who
treat low-income paticnts,
as well as rescarchers and
consumer advocates, say
recent policy decisions will
make it harder for people
to stay hcalthy.

Doctors, hospitals and
clinics that make up the
health care safety net could
lose so much moncy they
must closc their doors,
some of them wam™ (also
from the Tribune article).

Rep. Joaquin Castro
(D-Texas) said, “This bill
will strip healthcare from

1.6 million Texans. Count-
less families will be forced
to choose between getting
medical carc and falling
into poverty. Lives will be
lost.”

Republicans also made
scvere cuts to Medicaid.
Those cuts don’t just affect
those with low-incomes,
they will severely affect
nursing home coverage as
well.

According to the
American Hecalth Care
Association, Medicaid is
the largest payer of long-
term carc scrvices. Their
report states, “79% of
nursing home providers
arc ‘extremely concerned’
about reductions to Medic-
aid. More than half would
be forced to cut staff and
more than onc-quarter
would have to close their
doors.™

Rep. Nikki Budzinski
(D-Illinois) said the bill
“puts our nation’s grand-
parents and scniors at risk
during their most vulnera-
blc years.” These are your
insurance premiums and
coverages we're talking
about.

What happened to the
promiscs to “cut costs for
cveryday Americans?” It is
simply not truc that the Big
Ugly Bill creates no Medi-
carc and coverage cuts.

I hope you've scen our
big bluc billboard along
Highway 87 ncar Com-
fort High School. It rcads,
“Save Medicare. Vote
Democratic.™ We plan
more such messages in the
future.

Thanks for rcading. To
find out more about how
to get involved with local
Democratic activities and
activism and to fight for
full Medicare funding, visit
www.kedems.us.

Laura Bray is Chair of
the Kendall County Demo-
cratic Party.




