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Legislation we’re watching

With the dust (mostly) scttled
from the midterm clection, the
Kendall County Democratic Party
(KCDP) 1s pushing for cnactment
of a few bipartisan bills currently
before the US Congress, before it
adjourns in about six weeks. (The
ncew Congress is swom in on Jan-
uary 3.) We're also keeping an cye
on bills currently being filed for next
year's session of the Texas Legisla-
ture (TxLege), which runs January
10 through May 29.

US Congress, Electoral Count
Act: Thas bill, filed by Sen. Susan
Collins (R-ME) and supported
by several Republican scnators—
including Mitch McConnell, would
reform and modemize the outdated
1887 Electoral Count Act to ensurc
that clectoral votes tallied by Con-
gress accurately reflect cach state’s
public vote for President. Among
other things, the bill states that the
constitutional role of the Vice Pres-
ident, as the presiding officer of the
Joint meeting of Congress, is solely
ministerial and that he or she docs
not have any power to solely deter-
minc, accept, reject, or otherwise
adjudicate disputes over Electors.
According to former Treasury Scc-

rctary Robert Reich, the bill also
“would codify that statc legislatures
can’t declare a *failed clection” and
overtum results.” This mportant bill
will better protect our democracy.
US Congress, Respect for Mar-
nage Act: According to an articke
in USA Today, this act “would
guarantee federal recognition of
any mamage between two people
if the union was valid in the state
where they marnied.” This bill
passed the Scnate this past Tucsday.
Now it moves to the House, “which
approved a similar bill carlier this
year with ncarly 50 Republicans in
support.” The bill has wide biparti-

san and popular support.
The national advocacy group

Indivisible has a solid plan to
address these two bills, and KCDP
members and volunteers will be
participating in those cfforts to get
them across the finish line. KCDP
calls on our Scnators and Represen-
tative to vote for both bills.

Here's what has
our attention at TxLege:
* Fully Funding Public Education,
and Not Vouchers: As | stated in my
November 19 column, most rural
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residents strongly oppose any form
of vouchers, which siphon off funds
from public schools. Only Demo-
crats arc committed to fully funding
whatlhcydcacrvc.

to an article n the Texas

ith few private schools m
nnln:g)ons.d)csdxoolduccpwh
there has mostly fallen flat. Anything
that could potentially take away
moncy from public schools usually
draws a big no from rural lawmak-
ers...School choice supporters also
face opposition from the State Board
of Education, the 15-member Repub-
lican-controlled board that dictates
what Texas® public schoolchildren
lcam. On Nov. 18, the board voted to
rejoct diverting tax dollars from pub-
lic schools to private and religious
schools.” Nevertheless, the Govemner,
Lt. Govemnor, and TxLege lcadership
have identified vouchers as a top leg-
islative prionty. KCDP will advocate

strongly for fully funding public edu-
cation and agamnst vouchers.

*Enacting Gun Safety Measures:
According to an article in the Texas
Tribunc, “Following the school shoot-
ing in Uvalde, Texas legislators filed
m&nyofbillsainwdulimiﬁngm
can posscss fircarms, where they can
be purchased and increasing account-
ability around gun purchases.” KCDP
will advocate for the passage of these
and other gun safety measures.

*Expanding Medicaid: Democrats
have cither pre-filed or plan to file
bills to expand Medicaid in Texas,
which is onc of only cleven states
that hasn’t expanded the program.
According to an articke on the State
of Reform website, Rep. Julic John-
son (D-Carroliton) “I was very
grateful to the nine [Republican
House members) that did [express
support in 2021) because they saw
the benefit to ther community. A lot
[of them| represent rural Texas.™ An
article on the Texas Tnbunc stated,
“More than two-thirds of Texans
federal govemment would pick up
90% of the cost. Rescarch showed

that by rejecting Medicaid expan-
sion, Texas was tumning its back
on more than $5 billion in federal
moncy cvery year.”

*Discrimination against the
LGBTQ+ Community: KCDP will

strongly fight any bills that further
discriminate against or take away
nghts from the LGBTQ+ community,
especally transgender children. Many
such bills have already been pre-filed,
including onc that would cnminalize
gender-affiring care. Per the Texas
Tnbune, “(scnda-aﬂ’uming care 1s
recommended by all major medical
associations to treat gender dysphona,
the distress someone can feel when
their physical presentation docs not
align with their gender identity.”

With a strong Republican majonty
in both houses of TxLege, any bills
filed by Democrats wall have an uphill
battle, to say the keast. But KCDP
plans to fight for them all the same.

We welcome all who want to build
a better Texas. For more informa-
tion on how to get mvolved, call our
office at 830-331-1243 or visit www.
kodems.us

Laura Bray is Chair of the Kend-
all County Democratic Party.




