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Growth: a good thing

PROGRESSIVE VIEWS

Laura Bray

While driving around town, | often see o bumper sticker,
“Hoeme; Gone Forever” | happen io agree with iis opposhie,
which 1 sometimes spol on the same drive: “Boerne: Retler
Than Ever” Here's why.

Mew residents nnd thelr ever-expanding viewpoinis and life
experionoes make everyone's life richer. A growing commu-
nily expamds our diversily and our oollective pobnl of view,
Living wround and gelling o know more people whose oxpe-
rienoes dilTer Trom mdne wlbrws e (o see e world from ther
vaniage poind

A ceniral tenel of Buddhism is “right view” My perception
of reality is jiest that - my perception. 1t's aol “reality™ ar all,
Learning and apprecinting the perceptions of others geis me
out of my can head and expands my view of the woarkd,

The Buddhist monk and tescher Thich Nhat Hanh says in
his book “Your True Home,”™ thal “We me ool the same as,
nor are we separabe from, other beings, 'We wre connected io
everyihing.”

Having many new netghbors allings us 0 expenience (hal
conmecledness more Tully, (I also bighly recommiesd “The
Book of Jov: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World,”
co-awihoved by his holiness the Dalad Lama and Archhishop
Diesamomd Tuiu.

We aren't just imagining all these new people. The Roermne
city limits sign lists a population of 10471 (from the 2010
census). Giogle says we jost topped 16,000, Accoding to the
LS, Census Burcan, “Kendall County is ranked seventh in the
LS, wmong counties showing (he luges) percentage growi
from 2000 w 2008 The growth - with ils advantages wnd
isadvantapes — is real,

Yes, prowih brngs challenpes, Anvone tiking thal alore-
mentoned drive knows the nerve-jangled, shile-knucklad
fealing wivbe navigating 1-10 o River Road beiween Fsser pnd
Ammann, Ever.more new housing developments streich our
willer resolrces and creae siormwater munoft problems, The
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moed for increasing services such as public safiety
amd schools W sccomossdale all these new amivals
— mysell incloded — stretch city and county budget
wwer lighter.

But I'Il take on (hose challenges when Teced with
e aliermastive — stagmeation amd decline, Nol 5o many
years age, many storefronds in Boerne's downtown
sal vacant in just another harbinper of small-towm

Rut commaundty and political leaders took action 1o
revitalize downtown, and now the Hill Country Milke
attracts visitors from aconss the state and nation. Do
those visilors cause excess traffic? Yes. Do those vis-
itors contribabe w ihe collers of Boerne and Kendall
County, funding needed services? An even stronger
yes, and Ul ke that alemative every day of the
week.

We must also work (0 preserve the character of
our community as we grow, From control Hing 1ighi
pollution to limiting retail development along new
transporiation cormidors (do we really need another
car dealership?) to assessing impact fees, we most
demand of our state lawmakers that they enacl
laws to increase the ability of cities and counties
te povern Lheir own affairs rather than their cur-
renl s operadi W consolidate all lawmaking
power in Austin, Beller yeb: let's elecl new stale
leaders,

| applaud the activism and promation of comm-
mily awaremsess of groups like Boeme Area Infonmed
Citizens (on Facebook) and the Hill Country Alli-
ance. We can and should demand that these same
elected lesders ke steps i protect the charms (oor
environment, cultore, hisboric buildings, eic.) thot
drew us bere in U first place.

The “Eatie, bar the door” attitade 15 neither practi-
cal, legal or oven desiruble. Pulling wp the drawbridge
ardd slamming closed the portcullis simply will m
work nor would we want it to.

Youer “call o action” poday T Gel (o know your new
melghbors. Contact your city conncilperson o coumty
coOmmissioner 0 encourage their effons o promoke
sustminable development.

And next Movember, work o elect local, state and
national leaders who commit o supporting kncal
comtrol and sustainable development. To learn meore
aboul how 10 @ke action, visil wew kodenms. us

Lowra Bray iy deputy chairman of the Kendall
County Democratic Party,




